Ocular manifestations of HIV infection.
Ophthalmic abnormalities are common in HIV-infected patients. Serious ophthalmic diseases often result from opportunistic infections and can cause blindness in the absence of prompt diagnosis and therapy. We review recent advances in the diagnosis and management of HIV-associated ocular disease, including cytomegalovirus retinitis, the leading cause of vision loss in HIV-infected patients. The widespread use of highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART) over the past 3 years has reduced the morbidity and mortality associated with HIV infection. HAART has dramatically altered the incidence and natural history of many opportunistic infections, and we discuss the impact of HAART on ophthalmic disease.